From: 
For Immediate Release: October 4, 2007



Contact: [contact person and ph. #]
 [Name] joined hundreds of women state legislators from across the country this week in Washington, DC to say: 
“We can change our national priorities. 

And women will set the course in a new direction.”
[Name] met with Members of Congress, Jane Fonda, Marian Wright Edelman, and influential policymakers to encourage women to take seats at the tables of power where vital decisions get made.

The Iraq war has cost nearly $500 billion. The Pentagon eats up over half our discretionary federal budget. The U.S. is invested in the business of war.
[Name] wants to make a difference, and make our country truly secure.
(DATELINE - YOUR TOWN AND STATE: -- City, ST) – 
[name] just returned from a national conference in Washington, DC where she joined hundreds of women strategizing about how women can help change our national priorities and build a better future. “Women at the Table of Power” brought together luminaries, women state legislators, and women activists – all working to empower women to step up to the tables of power and make our country safer, more democratic, more respected. 
At the conference, women from across the country shared ideas and strategies about how to move forward toward greater peace and security. Among those speaking were Jane Fonda, Marian Wright Edelman (founder and president, Children’s Defense Fund), Ellen Bravo (founder, National 9 to 5), and many more. On October 2, the women headed to Capitol Hill, where they visited Members of Congress and lobbied for better federal budget priorities and a fresh look at our national security. 

[name] met with [rep and/or senator] and shared information about a new study on job creation from money invested in the military vs. money invested in better social programs (such as healthcare or weatherization); and a study that would invest our security dollars in more comprehensive and smarter projects. Conference delegates met with dozens of Members of Congress, including Senator Ted Kennedy (MA), Senator Bernie Sanders (VT), Congressman Earl Pomeroy (ND), and others. Also speaking at the conference were: Congressman Barney Frank (MA), Congresswoman Laura Richardson (CA), Congresswoman Yvette Clarke (NY), and many more.
[name] says, “This conference gave me such hope that women can help steer our community in a new direction. And we must do this. And it’s not just the Iraq war, which is ruining our world standing and robbing us of our best and brightest young people. Our state, and our country, are seeing dangerous trends. Over the last few years, the current administration has chipped away at things that are vital to our country’s peace and security. Today, we are more isolated in the world; our poorest are more at risk than ever; our economy grows weaker each day. ”
The biennial conference is a project of Women’s Action for New Directions (WAND) and Women Legislators’ Lobby (WiLL). These organizations encourage women to run for office, and provide them with vital tools and information. At the conference, several women state legislators announced their intentions to run for Congress; one woman, Senate Majority Leader Debbie Halvorson (IL) made her decision to run based on the energy and encouragement at the conference itself. "The more I listened to these groups, the more I talked to other people in Congress, the more I realized this was not about me, it's not about titles. It's about what I can do for the people and the country," Halvorson said.
[name] says, “It is time to embrace the fact that real security means more than a huge military machine. Here in our community, we can see what’s happening to all of us: our schools are crumbling, our kids need healthcare, our bridges are in danger of falling down! I was delighted to pool ideas and energies with other women working on these same issues.”
The conference explored how the federal budget allocates tax dollars -- toward the Pentagon, away from citizens in need. And not toward the military, meaning our men and women in uniform. “When we say the Pentagon, we mean programs that funnel billions of dollars toward outmoded weapons that were originally intended to fight the Cold War,” says State Senator Nan Grogan Orrock (GA). “We can pinpoint extremes in wasteful expenditures that do nothing to make us safer! We could cut these programs and send that money toward real people in real need.”
"We are the wealthiest nation in the world. It’s unconscionable we don’t pay attention to those in real need," said [name]. “We need to think of government as a vehicle for the common good, not as a war machine.” 
“Women at the Table of Power” took place September 30 – October 2, 2007 at the Washington Court Hotel on Capitol Hill. More information: www.willconference.org
Women’s Action for New Directions

WAND empowers women to act politically to reduce violence and militarism, and redirect excessive military resources toward unmet human and environmental needs.

Women Legislators’ Lobby
WiLL is a national non-partisan network of women state legislators who work together to influence federal policy and budget priorities.
www.willwand.org

The national office is located in Washington, DC.
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