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Rep. Waters Addresses Luncheon Hosted by Women’s Action for New Directions
Washington, DC – Today, U.S. Representative Maxine Waters (CA-35), chair and co-founder of the ‘Out of Iraq’ Congressional Caucus, spoke at luncheon hosted by Women’s Action for New Directions (WAND). This is an excerpt of her statement:
I’d like to send a warm greeting to my friends here from Women’s Action for New Directions.  Welcome to Capitol Hill.  Your presence here today in the halls of Congress is especially important as we in Congress fight for a new direction for this country for the War in Iraq.  However, as you know, some of the elected officials who preside in these halls could use a little bit of extra encouragement from strong women like yourselves.

As I said, I’m delighted and honored to be invited to speak to you today.  Your mission statement that appears on your website reads: WAND empowers women to act politically to reduce violence and militarism, and redirect excessive military resources toward unmet human and environmental needs.

I commend you for supporting such an admirable and important cause, and perhaps not since the founding of your organization 25 years ago has your mission been more important.  Horrific wars are raging in Afghanistan and Iraq, and the President sends chills through our bones with increasingly aggressive and militaristic talk about confrontation with Iran.

The term “excessive military resources” used in your mission statement does not even begin to describe the exorbitant costs of the wars we are currently fighting in Iraq and Aghanistan.  The United States is spending an unfathomable $11 million per hour in Iraq.  We have spent over $450 billion on the War in Iraq, and the President has just submitted a request to Congress for another $200 billion for next year.

Dollar figures this large are almost impossible to understand, but by examining the tradeoffs, we can get a better idea of what this sum means: Instead of the War in Iraq, we could have built over 4 million affordable housing units.  Instead of the War in Iraq, we could have provided health insurance for over 270 million children this year.  Or, instead of the War in Iraq, we could have hired nearly 8 million school teachers.

And let us not forget the cost to American and Iraqi lives because of this War.  More than 3,800 American troops who have given their lives in Iraq, and tens of thousands more have been seriously injured.  Perhaps hundreds of thousands of Iraqis have died since the war began, with millions more displaced from their homes.

I know where my priorities lie, I know where your priorities lie, and I know where a majority of the American people’s priorities lie.  We’d like to end this war and bring our troops home as safely and as quickly as possible.

Unfortunately, President Bush’s vision of an ‘enduring relationship’ with Iraq amounts to an endless and unlimited military occupation.  The work of Women’s Action for New Directions is so important because you can hold those in Congress who support the President’s misguided policies accountable.

Thank you so much for the work you do, and I urge you to continue the fight for a New Direction for this country.
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