June 21, 2005

The Honorable Condoleezza Rice
Secretary of State

US Department of State
Washington, DC 20520

Re: Arms Trade Treaty

Dear Madame Secretary:

A legally-binding Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) is an idea whose time has come. The United
Kingdom’s Foreign Minister Jack Straw will place the idea of an ATT on the agenda of the
upcoming G8 Foreign Ministers’ meeting on June 23, in London, England. We are encouraged
by this initiative and urge you to support the UK’s efforts to better control the proliferation of
conventional weapons. A global treaty controlling transfers of conventional weapons based on
established principles of international law will enhance U.S. security, while at the same time
further champion its values of freedom, democracy, and human rights.

While weapons of mass destruction remain a major concern, the security threats spawned by the
global trade in conventional weapons are among the most vexing problems confronting the world
today. Weapons and the capacity to produce them are proliferating at an alarming rate. This
proliferation too often fuels conflicts and human rights abuses and inhibits the process for
economic development. In addition to the rising number of States involved in the arms trade,
many weapons-exporting States have weak export controls, leading to irresponsible transfers and
illegal diversions.

The United States has arguably the most comprehensive weapons export laws in the world. Yet,
due to the international nature of the arms trade, tough export laws enacted by one State are not
enough to prevent weapons from reaching irresponsible end-users. Current international
measures lack the strength and scope needed to more effectively stem unwanted arms transfers.
An ATT is urgently needed to help the United States and its allies deny military technology to
repressive regimes and abusive armed groups. A strong international agreement setting a
minimum standard of control would establish a common, legally-binding baseline to which
countries would be held accountable should they irresponsibly transfer weapons to end-users
who would use them to violate international humanitarian and human rights law and potentially
threaten the United States and others throughout the world.

A strong ATT would also champion U.S. values. Over the past 50 years, the U.S., in coalition
with its international partners, has developed a series of binding agreements concerning human
rights and international humanitarian law. These agreements establish a number of important
limitations on states’ ability to transfer weapons. The UK’s proposed idea of an Arms Trade
Treaty will draw together, codify, and apply these limitations to the arms trade in a clear and



consistent manner. By explicitly stating that human rights and humanitarian law are to be taken
into account before an arms sale, as various countries such as the United States already do in
their own national export control regime, the treaty would prove an invaluable contribution by
increasing the level of confidence that transferred weapons would only be used in accordance
with international humanitarian and human rights law.

The United States has a unique opportunity to effect positive change by leading in the effort to
enact strong life-saving arms control. When you succeeded in convincing the European Union to
not lift the arms embargo on China, you rightly pointed out that selling arms to a nondemocratic
state with a poor human rights record would “send the wrong signal on human rights.” We urge
you now to work with the international community to send the right message on human rights by
engaging in the development of a legally-binding treaty, which is based on universal principles
of human rights and humanitarian law.

Sincerely,

Salih Booker, Executive Director
Africa Action

David T. Ives, Executive Director
Albert Schweitzer Institute

Rev. Stan Hastey, Executive Director
Alliance of Baptists

Alexandra Arriaga, Director of Government Relations
Amnesty International USA

Daryl G. Kimball, Executive Director
Arms Control Association

Matt Martin, Deputy Director
British American Security Information Council

Patricia Burkhardt, Legislative Officer
Church Women United

Charles J. Brown, President & CEO
Citizens for Global Solutions

Michael K. Beard, President
Coalition to Stop Gun Violence



T. Michael McNulty, SJ, Justice and Peace Director
Conference of Major Superiors of Men

John Isaacs, President
Council for a Livable World

Karen Orenstein, Washington Coordinator
East Timor and Indonesia Action Network

Ronald J. Sider, President
Evangelicals for Social Action

Ivan Oelrich, Director, Strategic Security Project
Federation of American Scientists

Joe Volk, Executive Secretary
Friends Committee on National Legislation (Quakers)

Marie Dennis, Director
Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns

J. Daryl Byler, Director
Mennonite Central Committee, Washington Office

Simone Campbell, SSS, National Coordinator
NETWORK, A National Catholic Social Justice Lobby

Raymond C. Offenheiser, President
Oxfam America

Kevin Martin, Executive Director
Peace Action

Robert K. Musil, Ph.D., M.P.H., Executive Director and CEO
Physicians for Social Responsibility

Rev. Elenora Giddings Ivory, Director of Washington Office
Presbyterian Church (USA)

Peter J. Davies, US Representative
Saferworld

James E. Winkler, General Secretary
United Methodist Church, General Board of Church and Society



Susan Shaer, Executive Director
Women's Action for New Directions

William D. Hartung, Senior Fellow
World Policy Institute

Cc:  Robert Joseph, Under Secretary, Arms Control and International Security
Stephen G. Rademaker, Assistant Secretary of State for Arms Control
Rose M. Likins, Acting Assistant Secretary, Bureau of Political-Military Affairs
Gregory M. Suchan, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Defense Trade Controls
Chairman Henry Hyde, House International Relations Committee
Chairman Richard Lugar, Senate Foreign Relations Committee
Chairman Duncan Hunter, House Armed Services Committee

Letter Contact:

Scott Stedjan, Legislation Associate
Friends Committee on National Legislation
245 2™ Street NE

Washington, DC 20002

Phone: (202) 547-6000 ext. 115

Fax: (202) 547-6019

Email: scott@fcnl.org



