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March 12, 2007

Dear Member of Congress:

We write today to share our concerns regarding the mismatch in security
spending. In the Fiscal Year 2008 budget resolution, we urge you to 
redirect a portion of the Administration’s proposed increase for the
Pentagon — the Defense Department and the nuclear weapons-related
activities of the Department of Energy. These monies are needed instead
for non-military security — such as emergency preparedness and 
preventing nuclear terrorism.

Increased funding for the Pentagon and cuts in funds for other vital 
security programs do not make Americans more secure, nor do such
actions reflect the values of the public. The Administration’s request for the
Defense Department and the nuclear weapons portion of the Department of
Energy is $502 billion for FY08, 8% more than last year’s budget. This does
not include the $142 billion requested for the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
for FY08. We believe this is not the best use of our federal tax dollars. 

Disasters like 9/11 and Hurricane Katrina laid bare many of the 
shortcomings in the federal government’s ability to keep Americans safe at
home. In a post-Katrina era, we know the consequences of budget shortfalls
for emergency preparedness. We need increases, not cuts, for the things
that would help us respond more adequately to domestic disasters that
have hit us hard in recent years. 

The Administration’s FY08 budget request cuts funds to cities and states
for first responders and for critical infrastructure protection. It reduces
grants to law enforcement, severely slashing funding. The budget request
also cuts funding for medical personnel and significantly reduces funding
for firefighters. 

We call upon Congress to increase our emergency preparedness by 
supporting public health services and improving the security of our ports,
chemical plants and public transportation. These programs contribute to
the day-to-day security of our citizens. If not adequately supported, state
and local governments will shoulder debilitating burdens to meet these crit-
ical needs. This budget request does not reflect the fact that when disaster
strikes at home, it is those at the local level who are the most affected.

On the global security front, we grow increasingly concerned that the 
federal government is not doing enough to guard against threats of nuclear
terrorism. In its 2001 report, the Department of Energy’s Baker-Cutler
Task Force recommended that we invest $3 billion a year in locking down
nuclear weapons-grade materials. An amount of only slightly over $1 billion
is requested for these purposes for FY08. We must fully invest in this race
against time to control this danger, and match this urgent threat with 
sufficient funding to win this contest against the looming threat of nuclear 
terrorism. We recommend greater investment in these vital programs. 



The FY08 budget resolution should reflect our nation’s real security needs. Policymakers want to
address the most immediate threats to the safety of the American people; yet the United States is
consistently ill-prepared to adequately respond to a major natural disaster or catastrophic terrorist
attack. It is time our federal tax dollars went to programs that ensure the public’s safety.

As elected officials from state legislatures across the country, we want our neighbors and 
constituents to be safe and economically secure. We want to provide that assurance in sustainable,
measurable, and affordable ways. We ask you to work with us to meet the needs of our citizens.
Please exercise leadership to redirect the President’s priorities for security spending.

Sincerely,

State Representative Barbara Boyd, Alabama
State Representative Laura Hall, Alabama
State Senator Bettye Davis, Alaska
State Representative Andrea Doll, Alaska
State Representative Beth Kerttula, Alaska
State Senator Marsha Arzberger, Arizona
State Senator Meg Cahill, Arizona
State Senator Debbie McCune-Davis, Arizona
State Senator Rebecca Rios, Arizona
State Representative Linda Lopez, Arizona
State Representative Lena Saradnik, Arizona
State Representative Kyrsten Sinema, Arizona
State Representative Janet Johnson, Arkansas
State Senator Sheila Kuehl, California
State Senator Gloria Romero, California
State Representative Alice Borodkin, Colorado
State Representative Anne McGihon, Colorado
State Representative Nancy Todd, Colorado
State Senator Suzanne Williams, Colorado
State Senator Toni Harp, Connecticut
State Senator Edith Prague, Connecticut
State Representative Patricia Dillon, Connecticut
State Representative Marie Kirkley-Bey, Connecticut
State Representative Denise Merrill, Connecticut
State Representative Peggy Sayers, Connecticut
State Representative Diana Urban, Connecticut
State Senator Dorinda Connor, Delaware
State Representative Diana McWilliams, Delaware
State Senator Nan Rich, Florida
State Representative Dorothy Bendross-Mindingall, Florida
State Representative Mary Brandenburg, Florida
State Representative Susan Bucher, Florida
State Representative Joyce Cusack, Florida
State Representative Audrey Gibson, Florida
State Representative Betty Reed, Florida
State Representative Elaine Schwartz, Florida
State Representative Priscilla Taylor, Florida
State Representative Geraldine Thompson, Florida
State Senator Gloria Butler, Georgia
State Senator Gail Davenport, Georgia
State Senator Nan Grogan Orrock, Georgia
State Senator Valencia Seay, Georgia



State Senator Horacena Tate, Georgia
State Senator Regina Thomas, Georgia
State Representative Roberta Abdul-Salaam, Georgia
State Representative Stacey Abrams, Georgia
State Representative Kathy Ashe, Georgia
State Representative Debbie Buckner, Georgia
State Representative Karla Drenner, Georgia
State Representative Gloria Fraizer, Georgia
State Representative Pat Gardner, Georgia
State Representative Michele Henson, Georgia
State Representative Carolyn Hugley, Georgia
State Representative Sheila Jones, Georgia
State Representative Margaret Kaiser, Georgia
State Representative Mary Margaret Oliver, Georgia
State Representative Alisha Morgan Thomas, Georgia
State Representative Robbin Shipp, Georgia
State Representative LaNett Stanley-Turner, Georgia
State Representative Pam Stephenson, Georgia
State Representative Stephanie Stuckey Benfield, Georgia
State Senator Roz Baker, Hawaii
State Senator Suzanne Oakland, Hawaii
State Representative Lyla Berg, Hawaii
State Representative Marilyn Lee, Hawaii
State Representative Hermina M. Morita, Hawaii
State Representative Wendy Jaquet, Idaho
State Representative Nicole LeFavour, Idaho
State Representative Elaine Smith, Idaho
State Senator Debbie Halvorson, Illinois
State Representative Mary Flowers, Illinois
State Senator Sue Errington, Indiana
State Senator Vi Simpson, Indiana
State Representative Linda Lawson, Indiana
State Senator Staci Appel, Iowa
State Senator Becky Schmitz, Iowa
State Representative Mary Gaskill, Iowa
State Representative Pam Jochum, Iowa
State Representative Sydney Carlin, Kansas
State Representative Annie Kuether, Kansas
State Representative Joni Jenkins, Kentucky
State Representative Mary Lou Marzian, Kentucky
State Representative Ruth Palumbo, Kentucky
State Representative Kathy Stein, Kentucky
State Representative Susan Westrom, Kentucky
State Senator Diana Bajoie, Louisiana
State Representative Regina Barrow, Louisiana
State Representative Beverly Bruce, Louisiana
State Senator Lynn Bromley, Maine
State Senator Lisa Marrache, Maine
State Senator Elizabeth Mitchell, Maine
State Senator Elizabeth Schneider, Maine
State Senator Nancy Sullivan, Maine
State Representative Susan Austin, Maine
State Representative Meredith Burgess, Maine
State Representative Emily Cain, Maine
State Representative Marilyn Canavan, Maine



State Representative Kathleen Chase, Maine
State Representative Margaret Craven Maine
State Representative Patsy Garside Crockett, Maine
State Representative Cynthia Dill, Maine
State Representative Carol Grose, Maine
State Representative Anne Haskell, Maine
State Representative Teresea Hayes, Maine
State Representative Dawn Hill, Maine
State Representative Jacqueline Lundeen, Maine
State Representative Elizabeth Miller, Maine
State Representative Janet Mills, Maine
State Representative Roberta Muse, Maine
State Representative Jacqueline Norton, Maine
State Representative Hannah Pingree, Maine
State Representative Nancy Smith, Maine
State Representative Patricia Sutherland, Maine
State Representative Sharon Treat, Maine
State Senator Gwendolyn Britt, Maryland
State Senator Verna Jones, Maryland
State Delegate Ana Sol Gutierrez, Maryland
State Senator Cynthia Creem, Massachusetts
State Senator Patricia Jehlen, Massachusetts
State Senator Joan Menard, Massachusetts
State Senator Susan Tucker, Massachusetts
State Representative Willie Allen, Massachusetts
State Representative Ruth Balser, Massachusetts
State Representative Jennifer Flanagan, Massachusetts
State Representative Gloria Fox, Massachusetts
State Representative Kay Khan, Massachusetts
State Representative Barbara L'Italien, Massachusetts
State Representative Elizabeth A. Malia, Massachusetts
State Representative Denise Provost, Massachusetts
State Representative Ellen Story, Massachusetts
State Representative Alice Wolf, Massachusetts
State Senator Elizabeth Brater, Michigan
State Senator Deborah Cherry, Michigan
State Senator Irma Clark-Coleman, Michigan
State Senator Gilda Jacobs, Michigan
State Senator Martha Scott, Michigan
State Senator Gretchen Whitmer, Michigan
State Representative Kathleen Law, Michigan
State Representative Rebekah Warren, Michigan
State Senator Ellen Anderson, Minnesota
State Senator Linda Berglin, Minnesota
State Senator Terri Bonoff, Minnesota
State Senator Tarryl Clark, Minnesota
State Senator Linda Higgins, Minnesota
State Senator Ann Lynch, Minnesota
State Senator Mee Moua, Minnesota
State Senator Mary Olson, Minnesota
State Senator Sandy Pappas, Minnesota
State Senator Patricia Ray, Minnesota
State Senator Ann Rest, Minnesota
State Senator Sharon Ropes, Minnesota
State Senator Sandy Rummell, Minnesota



State Senator Kathy Saltzman, Minnesota
State Senator Kathy Sheran, Minnesota
State Senator Katie Sieben, Minnesota
State Representative Karen Clark, Minnesota
State Representative Mindy Greiling, Minnesota
State Representative Alice Hausman, Minnesota
State Representative Phyllis Kahn, Minnesota
State Representative Tina Liebling, Minnesota
State Representative Mary Coleman, Mississippi
State Representative Frances Fredericks, Mississippi
State Representative Esther Harrison, Mississippi
State Senator Joan Bray, Missouri
State Senator Maida Coleman, Missouri
State Senator Jolie Justus, Missouri
State Representative Esther Haywood, Missouri
State Representative Connie Johnson, Missouri
State Representative Beth Low, Missouri
State Representative Jenee Lowe, Missouri
State Representative Jeanette Oxford, Missouri
State Representative Juanita Walton, Missouri
State Senator Carol Juneau, Montana
State Representative Mary Caferro, Montana
State Representative Sue Dickenson, Montana
State Representative Teresa Henry, Montana
State Senator Gwen Howard, Nebraska
State Senator DiAnna Schimek, Nebraska
State Senator Maggie Carlton, Nevada
State Assemblywoman Ellen Koivisto, Nevada
State Representative Jennifer Brown, New Hampshire
State Representative Eileen Flockhart, New Hampshire
State Representative Betty Hall, New Hampshire
State Representative Virginia Heard, New Hampshire
State Representative Nancy Hildebrandt-Warren, New Hampshire
State Representative Doreen Howard, New Hampshire
State Representative Linda McCarthy, New Hampshire
State Representative Martha McLeod, New Hampshire
State Representative Evalyn Merrick, New Hampshire
State Representative Marjorie Smith, New Hampshire
State Representative Jane Wood, New Hampshire
State Senator Loretta Weinberg, New Jersey
State Senator Dede Feldman, New Mexico
State Representative Gail Chasey, New Mexico
State Representative Mimi Stewart, New Mexico
State Senator Suzi Oppenheimer, New York
State Assemblywoman Barbara Clark, New York
State Assemblywoman Aurelia Greene, New York
State Assemblywoman Barbara Lifton, New York
State Senator Jeanne Lucas, North Carolina
State Representative Beverly Earle, North Carolina
State Representative Jean Farmer-Butterfield, North Carolina
State Representative Susan Fisher, North Carolina
State Representative Pricey Harrison, North Carolina
State Representative Verla Insko, North Carolina
State Representative Jennifer Weiss, North Carolina
State Senator Carolyn Nelson, North Dakota



State Representative Kathy Hawken, North Dakota
State Representative Louise Potter, North Dakota
State Representative Emma Rous, North Dakota
State Senator Shirley Smith, Ohio
State Representative Edna Brown, Ohio
State Senator Mary Easley, Oklahoma
State Senator Connie Johnson, Oklahoma
State Senator Debbe Leftwich, Oklahoma
State Senator Judy McIntyre, Oklahoma
State Senator Nancy Riley, Oklahoma
State Representative Rebecca Hamilton, Oklahoma
State Representative Jeannie McDaniel, Oklahoma
State Representative Anastasia Pittman, Oklahoma
State Senator Vicki Walker, Oregon
State Representative Diane Rosenbaum, Oregon
State Senator Shirley Kitchen, Pennsylvania
State Senator LeAnna Washington, Pennsylvania
State Representative Babette Josephs, Pennsylvania
State Senator Rhoda Perry, Rhode Island
State Representative Edith Ajello, Rhode Island
State Senator Linda Short, South Carolina
State Representative Gilda Cobb-Hunter, South Carolina
State Senator Sandy Jerstad, South Dakota
State Representative Joni Cutler, South Dakota
State Senator Thelma Harper, Tennessee
State Representative Sherry Jones, Tennessee
State Representative Beverly Marrero, Tennessee
State Representative Alma Allen, Texas
State Representative Valinda Bolton, Texas
State Representative Yvonne Davis, Texas
State Representative Jessica Farrar, Texas
State Representative Ana Hernandez, Texas
State Representative Barbara Mallory Caraway, Texas
State Representative Dora Olivo, Texas
State Representative Paula Pierson, Texas
State Representative Senfronia Thompson, Texas
State Senator Patricia Jones, Utah
State Representative Karen Morgan, Utah
State Representative Carol Moss, Utah
State Senator Susan Bartlett, Vermont
State Representative Sarah Edwards, Vermont
State Representative Helen Head, Vermont
State Representative Joan Lenes, Vermont
State Representative Sue Minter, Vermont
State Senator Mary Whipple, Virginia
State Senator Jeanne Kohl-Welles, Washington
State Representative Maralyn Chase, Washington
State Representative Jeannie Darneille, Washington
State Representative Phyllis Kenney, Washington
State Representative Kelli Linville, Washington
State Delegate Bonnie Brown, West Virginia
State Senator Lena Taylor, Wisconsin
State Representative Tamara Grigsby, Wisconsin
State Representative Barbara Toles, Wisconsin
State Representative Annette Williams, Wisconsin
State Senator Kathryn Sessions, Wyoming


