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(Sample Headlines:)
 [NAME] joined 125 women leaders from across the country in Washington, DC for a national leadership conference
[NAME] met with Members of Congress and influential policymakers to seek solutions to state and national economic challenges

 [date] [NAME] just returned (or “recently attended”) from a national conference, “Women at the Table of Power,” sponsored by the Women Legislators’ Lobby (WiLL) of Women’s Action for New Directions (WAND), in Washington, DC, where she joined hundreds of women strategizing about how women can help change our national priorities and build a better future. “Women at the Table of Power” brought together luminaries, women state legislators, and women activists for policy briefings, networking, and strategizing for national budget priorities that can create good jobs, enhance educational opportunities and revitalize the U.S. economy.

[NAME] met with [insert name of Sen./Rep.] and shared information about ways to responsibly reduce spending while protecting critical programs at home such as education and healthcare. [NAME] says, “We need to invest in the economy and create good jobs, and we need to be smart about where we put our money. As we focus on the budget and the economy, I am weighing in for a robust state-federal partnership to insure the necessary resources and services are in place for our citizens. We must protect vital programs and insist that Pentagon spending be scrutinized for savings as well.”

Conference delegates visited more than one hundred Congressional offices including those of Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid (NV), Senator Johnny Isakson (GA), Senator Amy Klobuchar (MN), Congresswoman Chellie Pingree (ME), and others. Congresswoman Donna Edwards (MD) and Congresswoman Jan Schakowsky (IL) were featured speakers at the conference. U.S. Senator Jeanne Shaheen (NH), the first woman to serve both as a state governor and a U.S. Senator, was honored at the conference with the 2011 Torchbearer Award for her lifetime service and her demonstrated commitment to building a safer world. U.S. Department of State Under Secretary Ellen Tauscher provided an overview of the progress in securing, monitoring and reducing the nuclear arsenals here and abroad, and reflected on the success of the U.S. Senate ratification of the New START Treaty to reduce dangerous and aging weapons arsenals in the U.S. and Russia.

The biennial conference is convened by Women’s Action for New Directions (WAND) and Women Legislators’ Lobby (WiLL). These organizations educate women about peace and security issues, encourage women to run for office, and provide them with vital tools and information to be successful.

The conference explored how the federal budget allocates tax dollars, and the budget drain from Pentagon spending. “Pentagon spending all too often funnels billions of dollars toward outmoded weapons that were originally intended to fight the Cold War,” says WAND’s executive director Susan Shaer. Georgia State Senator and WiLL President Nan Grogan Orrock says, “We can pinpoint extremes in wasteful expenditures that do nothing to make us safer! Redirecting those dollars into education, health, transportation, and infrastructure would provide the jobs and services that are desperately needed in communities across [your state] and America.”  

“Our leaders in Washington, DC battle endlessly over how to allocate our resources," said [NAME]. “We cannot afford to stand on the sidelines of this debate. I went to Washington, DC to advocate for a budget that grows the economy and protects the essential programs on which my constituents [or my community] rely.” 

“Women at the Table of Power” took place September 18-20, 2011 on Capitol Hill.

Women’s Action for New Directions

WAND empowers women to act politically to reduce violence and militarism, and redirect excessive military resources toward unmet human and environmental needs.

Women Legislators’ Lobby

WiLL is a national non-partisan network of women state legislators who work together to influence federal policy and budget priorities.

www.willwand.org

The national office is located in Washington, DC.

