
TWITTER 

Using Social Media 



WHAT IS TWITTER? 

• Online social network and microblogging 
service 

• Launched in July 2006 
• 200 million users with over 200 million 

tweets and 1.6 billion search queries per 
day 

• For individuals, organizations, media, and 
campaigns 



LINGO 

• TWEET: a text post.  Tweets can be about 
anything-a thought, what you’re doing, 
something you like, etc. 

 
• FOLLOW: by choosing to “follow” an 

account, you will be able to see their 
tweets, view their profile, and message 
them 



SYMBOLS 
• # (hashtag): placing a hashtag in front of 

key words groups you with other users 
tweeting about the same topic 
– Example: Had so much fun at the 

#willwandconference 
 
• @ (at symbol): goes before an account 

name, indicating a specific account (a 
person or an organization) 
– Example: @WomensAction great 

conference! 



SETTING UP AN ACCOUNT: 
STEP 1 

• Go to the Twitter website: http://twitter.com/ 
 

http://twitter.com/�


STEP 2 
• Under the “New to Twitter” section on the right 

side of the screen, enter your name, email, and 
password.  Hit SIGN UP 



STEP 3 
• Review the information you entered on the 

previous page and make changes if needed. 



STEP 3 CONTINUED 
• Create the user name you want 

 
 
 
 
 

• Hit CREATE MY ACCOUNT 



STEP 4 
• There will be a list of suggested accounts to 

“follow.”  Scroll through and if any of them 
interest you, click                 .  When done, click 
the “Next Step: Interests” button at the bottom of 
the page. 



STEP 5 
• Select any topics you are interested in by either 

clicking the blue links in the textbox or by scrolling 
down the page.  If there is an account you would 
like to follow, click                 .  When done, click the 
“Next Step: Friends” button at the bottom of the 
page. 



STEP 6 
• Based on your email service, you can find 

friends using Twitter from your contacts list.  If 
you don’t want to do this, click the “Skip Import” 
button on the bottom of the page. 



STEP 7 
• You now have a Twitter account!  An email will 

be sent to you and you will need to confirm 
before having access to all of Twitter’s features. 

The light blue 
box on the 
right side will 
help you with 
the next steps 
(writing a 
tweet, setting 
up your 
profile, who to 
follow, etc.) 



TOOL BAR 

• Search bar: look for accounts, topics, or tweets 
• Home: shows recent activity 
• Profile: information about you and your account 
• Messages: send a private and direct message 
• Who to Follow: suggestions of accounts to follow 
• Blue Pen: post a tweet 
• Username Dropdown Menu: 

– Settings: change your account settings 
– Help: Twitter’s Help Center 
– Sign out: log out of account 



NOW THAT YOU HAVE AN 
ACCOUNT… 

• To sign in, go to http://twitter.com/.  Enter your 
username and password. 

http://twitter.com/�


• To post a tweet, write whatever you would like 
to share in the “What’s happening?” box and hit 
the “Tweet” button.  

Tells you how many 
characters you have 
left in the post 



Sample Tweets 
Using # to connect 
to all tweets about 
topic 

Shortened 
link brings 
you to a 
new site 

Using @ to 
indicate an 
account  

Using # and @ to link a 
topic and related accounts 



• To reply to a tweet, 
– Place your mouse over the tweet you want to reply to 

and hit the reply button at the bottom of the tweet:  
 

 
 
OR 
– Start a new tweet with the @ symbol followed by the 

account name: 
 



• To search for someone or a topic, type what 
you are searching for in the search bar.  The top 
tweets containing your search word(s) will 
appear.  On the sidebar, will be the top people 
results for the words searched.   

Search bar 

Click to 
view all 
people 
results 
for 
search 



• To view someone’s profile,  
– Click the account name from a recent tweet.  A half 

profile will appear on the sidebar with a link to the full 
profile. 

 
 
 
 
 
– The sidebar on your home screen will show icons of the 

accounts you’re following.  Click on the icon                 
to view the account profile.  

Click on the 
account 
name from 
a recent 
tweet 

Link to 
view 
full 
profile 



• To shorten links,  
– Paste a link into the tweet box and Twitter will 

automatically shorten it to 19 characters 
OR 
– Use one of these common link shortening sites:  

  - http://bitly.com/ 
  - http://tiny.cc/ 
  - http://goo.gl/ 

http://bitly.com/�
http://tiny.cc/�
http://goo.gl/�


• To stop following an account, go to the 
account’s profile.  If you place your mouse over 
the                    button, it will change to                 .    
Clicking this button removes the account from the 
list of who you follow.  You can start or stop 
following an account at any time. 



WAND RELATED TWITTER 
ACCOUNTS 

• WAND 
• WiLL 
• Susan Shaer 
• Kathy Robinson 
• Nan Orrock 



HAPPY 
TWEETING! 
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